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Verdugo Hills High School

Welcome to Verdugo Hills High School. Verdugo Hills High School offers a variety of educational programs that consist of smaller learning communities, a multimedia magnet, and a Humanitas academy.  The academic program provides Advanced Placement courses, honors courses, interest electives and athletics.

Tradition of the Dons
The Spanish term "Don" is a term of great respect and reverence~ it was used to address Spanish Conquistadors who settled in Southern California in 1769.  The Dons of Verdugo Hills High School continue this spirit of courage and nobility that inspired early settlers of California.  Nowhere is the spirit of the Dons better expressed than in the school's motto, "Victory with Honor."
Certificated Counseling and Support Services Staff

Chris Rescigno, Assistant Principal Secondary Counseling Services
ext. 5448

Melissa Burke, Assistant Principal Secondary Student Services
ext. 5408
Art Martinez, Career Advisor
ext. 5488
Diane DeBoer, College Counselor
ext. 5487
Steve Tragar, Dean of Students
ext. 5453
Felipe Saavedra, ESL Advisor
ext. 5453
Guidance Counselors:

Cynthia Edwards-Alarcon -International Studies……………….ext. 5466
Mark Woodhouse-Humanitas……………………………………..ext. 5422

Liya Yelizarova-Health and fitness………………………………..ext. 5413
Kristine Wood- 9th grade…………………………………………..ext. 5412
Saul Placensia-Visual and Performing Arts, ESL………………….ext. 5419
Michelle Carbone-Magnet………………………………………....ext. 5449
Dave Reimer, Multimedia Magnet Coordinator
ext. 5480
Cheryl Minke, Smaller Learning Communities Coordinator
ext. 5415
Louise Delaney, Special Education Services
ext. 5417
Aurora Strange, Nurse
ext. 5497

Attendance

Regular and punctual attendance is expected of all students.  Not only is it necessary for educational growth and progress, but it is a legal requirement of the State of California and the Los Angeles Unified School District.  The primary responsibility rests with you, the student, to be in school and not tardy or truant to any class.  If you are absent from school more than one day, you are requested to have a parent/guardian call the school to indicate a reason for the absence.

Clearing an Absence

The Attendance Office is open daily at 7:30 a.m. to readmit students who have been absent. Please arrive early in order to be readmitted to school before period one begins. The following is information that you should remember when clearing an absence:

1.
You must have a note from you parent/guardian explaining the absence.

2.
Students not having a signed note will receive a 'truancy' absence card.  You are required to bring a verification note from your parent/guardian to the Attendance Office the next school day to clear the truancy.

3.
If an absence is cleared after period one begins, an unexcused tardy notice may be issued.

4.
Duplicate absence cards will not be issued.

Leaving Campus on an Early Release

No student may leave the campus for any reason, including illness, unless s/he checks out through the Attendance Office.  If you leave the campus without a school release, you will be considered truant.  Students who have a doctor/dentist appointment will need to do the following:

1.
Bring a note from you parent/guardian (with a phone number where the parent/guardian may be reached) or have your parent/guardian call the Attendance Office.  You will be issued a white Permit Form indicating the time and reason for an early release.  This form must be with you when leaving campus.

2.
Upon your return to school, you are to report to the Attendance Office for a permit to Re-enter Class (absence slip).  The white Permit Form used to release you from school is not to be used to re-enter class.

3.
Take care of these arrangements for special appointments before class begins or during nutrition.

Verdugo Hills High School is a Closed Campus

If you leave school during school hours, you must have a Work Experience pass.  The Work Experience Advisor issues Work Experience passes.  The parking lots are off limits during class time, nutrition, and lunch.  See the Work Experience Advisor for a Work Experience pass.

Library

The library is open from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  If you wish to visit the library during class time, you must have a pass from your classroom teacher.  Passes are required for lunch attendance, but not for after school.  You must present your student ID card when you check books out.
Textbooks

Textbooks will be issued by your teachers and collected again at the end of each term. Reasonable wear is expected as a result of daily use; however, you will be required to pay for damage to or loss of any textbook(s) assigned to you.  Transcripts and diplomas will not be released if you have not cleared debts for outstanding textbooks.  If you lose a book, check with your classroom teacher and the textbook clerk to see if it has been found.

Health Office

Except for an emergency, students are not admitted to the Health Office without a pass from a teacher or an administrator.  Students may not leave the school for illness or injury without first reporting to the nurse.  The nurse will contact your parent/guardian for permission to release you for home care.

Emergency Cards

Each student must have a medical emergency card on file in the Health Office.  A new card must be completed each year.  The card requires your home phone number, your parents' business phone numbers, the names and phone numbers of your family physician, a relative, and a neighbor who may be called if your parents cannot be reached.  THIS INFORMATION IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.

Address Change

It is your responsibility to inform the school of any change of address or telephone number. If you fail to report a change of address within a 30-day period of time after a change of residence, you may forfeit the privilege of a continuing enrollment permit.

Counseling and Support Services

Verdugo Hills High School has a well-organized counseling program.  Students are assigned by their small learning communities, to the same guidance counselor for their four years of attendance at Verdugo Hills High School.  English as Second Language learners are assigned a special counselor for specified periods or the duration of their high school experience.  Counselors provide information toward high school graduation and other post secondary options.

All students receive academic counseling, including orientation, articulation, class scheduling, and assessment.  Senior students receive individual and group counseling to help meet graduation requirements.  Post secondary counseling, i.e., college and career counseling, includes a wide variety of speakers from both two- and four-year colleges and universities.  Community college enrichment programs, technical schools, skill centers and regional occupational programs provide technical and educational opportunities to assist students in their career path choices.

Report cards are mailed home twice each term, once at mid-term and again at the end of the term.  Twice a year, the final grades are posted on a student's cumulative record.  Note: eligibility for extracurricular activities changes each 10 weeks.

Counselors send individual letters as needed after each marking period.  Parents may call at any time to schedule appointments for conferences with teachers, counselors and/or administrators.  Teachers are encouraged to call parents and/or send home notices (satisfactory, improved or unsatisfactory) indicating a change in a student's academic progress, attendance or behavior.

Special letters are sent home (at the end of each marking period) to parents of senior students in danger of not graduating.  Information on competency testing status is included in these senior letters.  Counselors keep graduation checks on all students and meet with students at least twice a year to discuss credits, courses taken and/or needed, and competency testing requirements that have or have not been met.

The counselors, the dean, or administrators issue daily attendance reports and weekly academic progress reports (circulated on the last day of each week) in individual cases. These reports are often circulated at the request of parents/guardians.

Annual Back-to-School Night, Open House, Orientation programs, College Awareness activities, as well as college and financial aid workshops are held.  Transportation is provided for traveling students and their parents for these programs.

College Center

The College Center is located in room 227.  Questions regarding college requirements, financial assistance, scholarships, college entrance exams, and all other pertinent post secondary education situations can be answered in the College Center.  Services provided in the College Center:

1.
Direction in college selection

2.
Letters of recommendation for colleges and universities

3.
Parent and student conferences on college

4.
Assistance in scholarship and financial aid planning for college

5.
Meetings with visiting college representatives

6.
Assistance in preparation of applications and essays

7.
Preparation of, 'brag sheets" for selective colleges

Career Center

The Career Center is located in room 227.  Information about occupations, vocational programs, military programs or Regional Occupational programs is available here.  Regional Occupational/Centers (ROP/ROC) are specially funded vocational training programs. Students may acquire skills needed for full or part time employment.  The classes meet off campus during regular school hours, extended day, evening and Saturdays, at businesses, and Occupational Training Centers.  Limited bus transportation is provided.

Student Government
The Verdugo Hills High Leadership class is designed to organize all student body activities with the purpose of increasing school spirit.  One major aspect of student government is to represent Verdugo Hills at all district conferences and school exchanges.  Fair representation of all groups on campus is the number one goal of Leadership.  Students must run for an office in order to become a member of the class.  Representatives from all grade levels are encouraged to serve their school and participate in the day to day planning and execution of activities such as dances, assemblies, and community service.  Student government meets in room 14.

Student Organizations
Organizations, clubs, and classes play an important part of a high school student's school life.  The variety of activities provided by these groups establishes a range of interests to fill the needs of any student.  Students are encouraged to get involved by participating in one or more of these groups.  Clubs and organizations meet periodically throughout the school year. Announcements regarding meeting times are in the daily bulletins.

Adult School
Kennedy/San Fernando Adult School offers concurrent enrollment classes at Verdugo. Students may enroll in classes after the regular school day in order to make up classes that have been previously failed.  Advanced academic classes are not offered through the adult school program.  These classes are usually in session Monday-Thursday from 3: 15- 5:30 p.m., even though times of the various classes may vary.

Promotion Policy
The graduation credits for all students are counted for grades 9 -12.  Grade 9 students will be retained in grade 9 until they have earned 55 credits.  For a student to be classified as grade 11, s/he must have earned 110 credits.  For a student to be classified as grade 12, s/he must have earned 170 credits.  A total of 230 credits are required for a student to be eligible for graduation.

Residence Requirements
To be eligible for graduation from senior high school, the student must attend the school from which he or she is to receive a diploma for at least one semester in the senior year and complete 15 or more credits of work during the senior year at that school.  Students who are enrolled for only part of the final semester should make arrangements to receive their diplomas from the school from which they transferred.

Athletics

Interscholastic Athletics provides the opportunity for students who demonstrate above- average abilities and skills in sports to learn advanced skills and techniques.  There are opportunities to participate in football, volleyball, tennis, cross-country, soccer, basketball, baseball, softball, golf, track, dance, swimming and cheerleading. Requirements for participation include:

1. Enrollment in at least 3 classes per term.

2. Passed classes and a "C" or 2.0 GPA (grade point average) during the grading period prior to the sport of participation.

3. Parent approval and insurance.

4. Physical exam by private/school physician.

Eligibility Requirements

District policy requires all students to maintain a "C" average (2.0) if they would like to participate in any extra-curricular activities.  The District establishes eligibility dates every 10 weeks. Summer school has a limited effect upon eligibility.

Copernican Block Schedule

Verdugo Hills is a unique learning community. It is the only school in the Los Angeles Unified School District currently using the Copernican Block Schedule.  There are four terms in the school year.  Students attend 3 classes per term; each class is 90 minutes in length (see the bell schedule on the following page).  All classes meet every day.  This schedule appears to have contributed to many positive outcomes over a several year period.
Academic benefits of the Copernican block schedule to students at VHHS are apparent. Since 1998, sixty percent of our students have passed their academic courses with a grade of "C" or better.  Moreover, In-Seat attendance has continued to improve.  VHHS has the best attendance in District 2.

Verdugo Hills High School

School Calendar (Calendario Escolar) 2007-2008
Fall Semester (Semestre de Otono)

September 5, 2007 through February 1, 2008
Term A, 
September 5, 2007 - November 9, 2008 
Term B, 
November 13, 2007 - February 1, 2008
Winter Recess (Descanso de lnvierno)

December 17, 2007 through January 4, 2008
Spring Semester (Semestre de Primavera)
February 5, 2007 through June 20, 2008
Term C, February 5, 2007 - April 11, 2008 
Term D, April 14, 2007 - June 20, 2008
Spring Recess (Descanso de Primavera}

March 17, 2007 through March 21, 2008
Holidays (Dias Festivos}

School Holiday (dia Festivo Escolar) 
September 13, 2007
Veterans Day (El dia de los Veteranos) 
November 12, 2007
Thanksgiving (El dia de Accion de Gracias) 
November 22-23, 2007
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (El dia de Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr)
January 21, 2008
Presidents'Day (El-dia del Presidentes) 
February 18, 2008 
Memorial Day (El dia de Recordacionde Los Soldados) 
May 26, 2008
Graduation/Last day of School
June 20, 2008
Bell Schedule

Warning Bell
7:50 a.m.

Period 1 
8:00 a.m. 
- 
9:30 a.m.


(90 min.)
Period 2
9:36 a.m. 
- 
11: 06 a.m.
(90 min.)
Nutrition
11:06 a.m. 
- 
11:36a.m.
(30 min.)
Period 3
11:42 a.m. 
-
1:12 p.m.
(90 min.)
Recess
1:12 p.m. 
-
1:30 p.m. 
(18 min.)
Period 4
1:31 p.m. 
- 
3:06 p.m. 
(95 min.)

Six minute passing periods

Common Planning Days {Diasde Planeacion Escolar) 
No period 4

All students will be released at 1: 12 p.m. and no activities will take place during period 4 on the following dates (En estas fechas todos los alumnos salen a la 1:12 dela tarde, no habra actividades durante el cuarto periodo):

September 18, 2007 
September 25, 2007 
October 16, 2007 
October 23, 2007 
November 13, 2007 
November 27, 2007

December 11, 2007 
February 12, 2008 
February 26, 2008 
March 4, 2008 
March 25, 2008 
April 8, 2008 
April 22, 2008
June 3, 2008
The Advanced Placement Program

www.collegeboard.org

An Overview

The goal of the Advanced Placement Program is to enable students to rise to college-level challenges in high school.  Students receive both high school and college credit for their accomplishments.  Even more importantly, high school students enter higher education well prepared for its demands.  Student tuition costs are often reduced as a result of doing well in AP courses.
The AP program opens a world of possibility and opportunity for students who realize that succeeding in this time of rapid change and global complexity means a higher level of expectation for themselves, intellectually and personally.  AP offers high school students an opportunity to develop their strengths by experiencing the academic rigors of college; thus, fostering self-motivation, confidence, responsibility, and self-reliance.

A longitudinal study of AP students' performance is underway at the University of California.  Early results reaffirm the findings of other surveys conducted over the Program's lifetime: college students who took AP courses in high school consistently outperformed non-AP college students academically both in the next course and over the long term.
Advanced Placement exams are administered to registered students in AP courses and the results of those AP exams are sent to the colleges of the students' choice.  Participating colleges, in turn, grant credit or advanced curricular placement, or both, to students who have performed at a certain level on the AP Examinations. The AP Exams cost approximately $82 each and are given each May at participating high schools throughout the world.  Scholarships are available to most students resulting in their being responsible for nominal fees.

Over 1,200 colleges and universities currently offer up to one year's college credit for qualifying AP scores.  In addition, many colleges give special consideration in the admission process to students having AP courses listed on the student transcript.


Advanced Placement Awards

Students receive national, state or local recognition from the College Board based upon the total number of AP Exams completed with scores of 3, 4 or 5 (AP score range - 1-5).  Of the more than 700,000 students who took AP Examinations in May, 2000, approximately 13% performed at sufficiently high level to merit such recognition.

Number

AP State Scholars (Top male/female in each state/D.C.)
102
AP National Scholars (8+ AP exams; AP exam average grade of 4+)
1,295

Total National Advanced Placement Scholar Awards:
AP Scholar with Distinction (5+ AP exams; AP exam average grade of 3.5+)
23,232
AP Scholar with Honors (4+ AP exams; AP exam average grade of 3.25+)
23,749
AP Scholar (3+ AP exams with scores of 3, 4 or 5)
56,305

*College admissions information is subject to change by colleges/universities at any time. See the college counselor on campus, if you have questions.
Smaller Learning Communities

The majority of ninth grade students are placed in smaller learning communities called "CASAS" (Creating Active Student Achievement and Success).  Teachers and students are organized into small groups of about forty students.  Each CASA offers special support for students while teacher teams work together to help each student succeed.  The CASAS is part of a larger community, or hacienda that brings more ninth grade students together for larger community activities.  By paying closer attention to key student outcomes such as attendance, social and personal growth, and grades, the CASAS program helps to make sure that all of our ninth graders successfully transition to high school and become sophomores on time, ultimately remaining on track for graduation.
Humanitas Academy

Learning Communities

Verdugo Hills High School invites you to be a part of the unique learning experience that is Humanitas: an educational family built on communication, understanding of society, and reflection upon your mission in life.

Imagine a school in which:

· Students are challenged to think deeply about issues that span different subject areas.

· Environments where teachers and students work together to create a positive learning experience.

· Teachers work together to develop lessons that draw parallels across subject areas such as English, History, Philosophy, and Government

· The classes are designed for the success of all types of students.

This is Humanitas. In-depth involvement in arts and humanities promotes the critical thinking and writing skills that are necessary for academic success at all levels and communication skills for life.

  9th grade:
 Life Skills, English

10th grade:
 World History, English

11th grade:
 U. S. History, American Literature/Contemporary Composition 
12th grade: Modern Literature/Expository Composition, Philosophy/Psychology, Sociology, Government/Economics

Honors credits are available for college prep.

Multimedia Communications Magnet

This is the fifth year of the Multimedia Magnet program on the VHHS campus.  It is a smaller learning community that fosters project-based learning for students through strong teacher collaboration across the subject areas.  Currently, further information about the program is available, in brochure form, in the Multimedia Magnet office in Room 20. However, you may also obtain information by calling the school and asking for the extension of the Multimedia Magnet office.
Los Angeles Unified School District

Graduation Requirements

1. Total credits required: 230

(Including 160 credits from required courses)

2. Courses required:

	
	Credits
	Credits Completed
	Credits Needed

	English (each year of high school)
	40
	

	


	World History
	10
	

	


	U.S. History
	10
	

	


	Principles of American Democracy
	5
	

	


	Economics
	5
	

	


	Algebra
	10
	

	


	Geometry
	10
	

	


	Physical Science
	10
	

	


	Biology
	10
	

	


	Health
	5
	

	


	Life Skills
	5
	

	


	Physical Education
	20
	

	


	Visual/Performing Arts
	10
	

	


	Applied Technology
	10
	

	



3. Complete four years of high school

4. Pass the California High School Exit Exam

Beginning with the graduating class of 2006, all students will be required to meet California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) requirement to receive a high school diploma.  This graduation requirement is mandated by state law.  All students must first take the CAHSEE in the tenth grade.

What the CAHSEE Covers

The exam is divided into two parts: (1) English-language arts (reading and writing) and (2) mathematics.  All questions are aligned to academic content standards adopted by the state Board of Education.  Academic content standards describe what students should know and be able to do at each grade level from kindergarten through grade twelve.  Your school district can provide you with information on the academic content standards assessed by the CAHSEE.

Requirements for Passing the CAHSEE

Students must earn a score of 350 or higher on each part of the CAHSEE (mathematics and English-language arts) to pass the exam.
VERDUGO HILLS HIGH SCHOOL

SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS

COURSE CHECK LIST

Name:

These are the subject requirements for graduation from VHHS
	
	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	ENGLISH


	English 

9AB
	English 10AB
	Amer. Lit.

and

Cont. Comp.
	Exp. Comp.

and 

Senior Lit.

	SOCIAL STUDIES


	
	Mod. Wld.

History AB
	US History

20th century
	Prin. Am. Dem. and

Economics

	MATHEMATICS

  (2 years required)
	
	
	
	

	SCIENCE

(2 years required)
	Intercoor. Sci. 1A


	Biology AB
	Adv. Phys. Sci. or

Chem. AB
	

	HEALTH/LIFE SKILLS


	Health/Life Skills
	
	
	

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION


	PE 1AB
	PE 2AB
	
	

	Fine Art/Technical Art

 (10 credits each)
	
	
	
	

	FOREIGN LANGUAGE


	
	
	
	

	ELECTIVES

To complete 230 credits

required to graduate
	
	
	
	


All Mandated High School Exit Exams must be passed in order to receive the 
Los Angeles Unified School District/Verdugo Hills High School diploma.

Testing Dates

The CAHSEE will be given at the school site during regular school hours on the dates specified.  For students who are absent, a make-up administration will be offered.  Students who do not pass the exam in the tenth grade will have several opportunities in grades eleven and twelve to retake the part(s) not passed.  Students will receive additional instruction, if needed, to ensure success on this exam.

For More Information
Parents/guardians with computer access can find the latest information about CAHSEE, posted on the California Department of Education Web site at http://www.cde.ca.eov/statetests/cahsee.  If you have any further questions about the CAHSEE, please contact our school office during regular school hours.

5.
Computer Literacy

Students will demonstrate computer literacy in grades 6 through 12 in order to graduate from high school.

Computer Literacy is the ability to communicate using appropriate and accurate terminology and basic computer sills.  Students must be able to demonstrate rudimentary competency in keyboarding, word processing, and information retrieval.

Students will demonstrate computer literacy by one of the following methods:
1.
Successfully completing a computer education course, or

2.
Demonstrating competency on a performance test.

6.
Service Learning

Service-learning is a teaching/learning strategy in which students learn and develop through active participation in high quality service that meets the needs of a community and which is integrated into and enhances a rigorous academic curriculum.  Service-learning is aligned with the state standards, fosters civic responsibility, and provides structured time for students’ reflection.

While community service has long been a part of school activities through service, club, student government, and leadership activities, it is often an "add-on" that is not integrated into the core curriculum.  Through service-learning, a service activity can be made into an educational experience, directly tied to the standards.

 A service-learning experience is embedded into the Instructional Guide for the U.S. History 20 Century AB and the AP U.S. History AB courses.

Commencement Recognition

Only those students fulfilling all LAUSD diploma requirements and Verdugo Hills High School requirements may participate in graduation exercises.

· Valedictorian is based upon the highest 14th term cumulative 9-12 GPA. 
Including PE.

As part of the commencement program, the following students will receive added recognition.

· CSF Life Members

· Gold and Silver seal bearers

Testing for College Admission

Freshmen/Sophomores

· Take June SAT II (Subject) exam(s) in area(s) related to any current courses (i.e., biology, chemistry), if UC bound and a strong student in the course.

· Honors level sophomores may take the PSAT. (sophomores are not eligible to enter competition for National Merit scholarships.)

Juniors

· Pay the PSAT registration fee to high school financial office in October.

· PSAT is administered at high school.

· PSAT scores are returned to students in January.

· The PSAT is offered only in October; make-up testing is available only by notifying National Merit scholarship office (847/866-5100) and taking the December SAT I.

· The PSAT may help juniors:

Assess his/her ability to do college work.

Firm up college plans with parents.

Predict his/her college entrance exams scores for the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I).

Become familiar with the testing format of SAT I.

Enter the competition for scholarships awarded by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.

Participate in the College Board's Student Search Service, which provides information about college and scholarship opportunities.

· Take the SAT I and/or ACT in May or June; SAT I/ACT/SAT II scores may be sent to college(s) under consideration when you enter appropriate college code numbers on all score report forms; colleges will "save" scores until student applies for admission.
· Take the SAT II in June if you are considering application to a UC campus (writing, math, elective).

Seniors

· Take the SAT I or SAT II (Subject Tests) in October or November if still needed. If both the ACT and SAT I are taken, and either test repeated, the highest total score would generally be used for college admission.

· Students planning application to competitive colleges should have any remaining testing completed no later than the October and/or November testing.

· Pick up form in College Center to send prior scores to any additional colleges.

High School Code for All Tests to be included on the test registration form is 053545.

Choosing a College
All students have a variety of opportunities for higher education, and it may take several years to explore all appropriate options.  Students who wait until their senior year too often feel rushed since applications for college admission must often be completed in October. During spring semester, juniors will be indicating up to three college choices on their registration forms for college admission exams.  Even ninth grade students need to become aware of college opportunities since college entrance often depends upon selecting an appropriate high school program.  In narrowing college choices, consider:

Size of Campus

· Large schools (15,000-35,000) usually offer many majors, extensive activities, large libraries, some large classes, urban atmosphere, perhaps nationally ranked athletic teams, and have problems in housing.

· Small schools (under 5,000) usually offer smaller classes, fewer majors, smaller libraries, fewer total activities, and may provide greater opportunities for participation in student activities and/or sports.

Availability of a Good Program in the Desired Major Field

· Check College catalogs in the College Center; does the college offer the courses you need? 

· Visit the college campus and major department.

· Talk to college reps in the College Center and/or at the College/Career Fair.

Costs

· California public college fees range from approximately $14,779 to $21,067 per year.

· Independent college tuition's range from approximately $21,862 to $26,383 per year.

· The cost of food, housing, and books is approximately the same at most colleges.

· Financial aid or scholarships are possibilities. Don't automatically rule out a college because of costs.

Admission Standards

· Compare your academic record with the high school performance of college freshmen actually admitted at the college(s) you are considering.

· Admission decisions for most colleges and many major departments are usually based upon the quantity and quality of academic preparation in high school.  The first analysis of the high school record usually focuses upon the pattern (number of years in a subject) and level (college-prep, honors, and/or AP) of academic courses. Then classroom performance (grades) and academic potential (ACT and/or SAT I scores) are examined.

· Some colleges (usually independent) will consider/require references, talents, activities and/or class rank.

· The high school College Center has the entry requirements for most colleges nationwide.

· The competition for admission to many universities has increased yearly. As a result, many qualified students are not admitted as freshmen.  Be sure you have plans for alternative campuses (and systems) where you will be happy for a year or two until you can transfer into your college of choice to finalize your degree.
College Tours
The best way to select a campus is to see it for yourself.  One visit may tell you more than all other sources combined.  The sophomore and junior years are excellent times for students and parents to tour college campuses.  Helpful hints:

· Visit during the week, if possible.

· All colleges welcome visitors.  With prior phone arrangements it is possible to:

1. Have a guided tour of the campus;
2. Indicate the people you would like to talk to (major department, admission, financial aid, etc.);
3. Sit in on classes you request;
4. Be invited to spend the weekend on some campuses; and/or

5. Use free time to walk around or talk to students.

· Read the college catalog of each campus you are considering to obtain a basic introduction to academic requirements, course descriptions, rules and regulations, faculty credentials, admissions policies, expenses and financial aid (contact the College Center for the college address or catalog).  This will give you the background to help you ask more specific questions on your tour.
· During your visit evaluate:
1. Atmosphere of campus

2. Library and research facilities

3. Facilities in your major department

4. Major department requirements

5. Student union, dormitories

6. Extra curricular activities

7. Financial aid/scholarships

8. Average class size for freshman

9. Counseling services 
10. Disabled student services

11. Career planning services

12. Work-study opportunities

13. Placement center

14. Exchange student program
15. Equal opportunity program
· Students are also encouraged to visit the community colleges throughout California. You may wish to include the locations with dormitories if you are looking for a campus housing option.

The College Center has the locations and phone numbers of all the California

Community Colleges.

Thoughts

1. Colleges are impressed with students who take courses beyond what is required.

2. Colleges expect that a student in an Advanced Placement course will send AP exam score.

3. Even a grade of “1” on an AP test may be of help to the student in the college admission process.

4. The strength of coursework in the senior year is very important; do not "drop" any course midyear.

5. If a difficult semester leads to a grade of “D,” be sure to clear the requirement by earning a “C” or better in the same or higher level course; repeat any English course in summer to clear deficiency.

6. Improvement counts.

7. Can you type 35 words per minute? High School is that last convenient setting to learn to keyboard.

8. Computer savvy is necessary for college success and in your future career. Can you surf the web?
9. Time management is the most important college success skill.

10. A deadline is not the day you are to do something; it is the last possible date for doing something.

11. Procrastination will lead to frustration if a deadline is missed.

12. Develop a calendar of major dates (applications, tests, etc.) and hang it in a prominent place. 
13. Review your transcript each year and create a transcript file at home.
14. First come, first served could be related to financial aid recipients.

15. Be sure to take your college admission tests in the spring of your junior year.

16. Rather than retaking the SAT, why not take the ACT, the "other" college admission test?

17. Grades in challenging courses are more important than test scores.

18. World Wide Web (www) research takes time; get a summer job and buy your own computer. 
19. Selecting a college is:
· The prime responsibility of the student

· Often frustrating

· Something requiring information from others

· Time-consuming

· Important

· Not the same for any two students

· Related to your identification of priorities and goals

· Based upon both facts and feelings

· Likely to have long term consequences.

20.
Ask a lot of questions; the more you know the better your choices.

21.
Apply for every appropriate scholarship. Nothing ventured nothing gained!

22.
As you receive application forms, read them completely!  Record deadlines on your calendar. 
23.
Allow plenty of time to complete all forms and essays.

24.
A rushed response usually looks like it and may be interpreted that you are not serious.

25.
Double check that all lines are completely filled out and that your signature is on each form. 
26.
Always, always, keep a copy of every form you mail.

27.
Take Golden State Exams whenever qualified; it may lead to a Golden State Diploma!

28.
Successful people master the temptation to quit. Develop the courage to persevere.

California High School Proficiency Exam - General Information

The California High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE) is a program established by California law (Education Code Section 48412).  If eligible to take the test, you can earn the legal equivalent of a high school diploma by passing the CHSPE.  The two-section examination assesses your proficiency in basic reading, writing and mathematics skills taught in public high schools.  If you pass both sections of the CHSPE, the California State Board of Education will award you a Certificate of Proficiency, which by state law is equivalent to a high school diploma (although not equivalent to completing coursework required for regular graduation from high school).  All persons and institutions subject to California law, that require a high school diploma for any purpose, must accept the certificate as satisfying the requirement.  Although federal government agencies are not bound by state laws, the U.S.  Civil Service Commission has ruled that the Certificate of Proficiency shall be accepted in applications for federal civilian employment.  Military service policies vary.  Check with your recruiter for details. If you are planning to attend a university or college, contact the individual institutions to verify college entrance requirements.

Passing the CHSPE does not, by itself, exempt minors from attending school.  Minors who have a Certificate of Proficiency must also have verified parent/guardian permission to stop attending school.  Many students who pass the CHSPE continue to attend school.  State law provides that, if you leave school after passing the CHSPE and are no more that 18 years old, you may reenroll in the district in which you were registered with no adverse consequences.  If you reenroll and then leave school again, you may be denied readmittance until the beginning of the following semester.  Contact your guidance counselor or school administrator for further information and details about leaving school after passing the CHSPE.

Dropping out of school after registering for the CHSPE or while awaiting results is unlawful for those under 18 years old.  It may also result in failing grades for courses in which you are enrolled.

Eligibility to take the CHSPE
You may take the CHSPE only if, on the test date, you:

· are at least 16 years old, or 
· have been enrolled in the tenth grade for one academic year or longer, or

· will complete one academic year of enrollment in the tenth grade at the end of the semester during which the next regular administration will be conduct…
*A Certificate of Proficiency, like a high school diploma, may be the only requirement for admission to a two-year college.  Other colleges and universities may also require that certain high school courses are completed.  Check with each institution to verify its college entrance requirements.
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